
 
 
 

Special Education Terms and Definitions 
 

Accommodation  
Provisions made in how a student accesses and demonstrates learning, without changing the 
instructional level and content, or performance criteria.  
 
Achievement Test 
A test which measures what a child has learned in a certain academic area over time.  
 
Adapted Curriculum 
Changes in materials to better fit a child's learning while still meeting the curriculum requirements.  
 
Advocate 
An individual or a group who is able to advise and support a parent and his/her children in any area of 
their education, with legal and/or related information.  
 
Affective Behavior 
Helping children to understand their own or others' feelings and emotions, in order to interact more 
appropriately.  
 
Articulation 
The movements of the tongue, lips, and teeth with air, in order to form words.  
 
Assessment 
The process of gathering and interpreting all information about a child.  
 
Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) 
A disability in which a child may have difficulty focusing, listening or maintaining attention to task. There 
must be a medical diagnosis of this condition.  
 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) 
A disability in which a child may have difficulty focusing, listening, or maintaining attention with 
additional excessive movement. There must be a medical diagnosis of this condition. In some cases an 
educational diagnosis is possible.  
 
Audiologist 
A specialist who test a child's hearing and provides information about results to parents and school staff.  
 
Auditory Memory 
A child's ability to hear information, store it, and recall it later.  
 
Autism 



A disability in which a child is self-involved, withdraws, pays little attention to the outside world, and has 
responses to others and the world which are often inappropriate.  
 
Center Programs 
Programs for students who are in need of more intensive services than can be provided in their school 
of attendance.  
 
 
Chronological Age (CA) 
A child's actual age which is based on his/her birthdate, and is listed in years months: e.g.: 7-9 = 7 years 
9 months.  
 
Coordinators 
Administrators in Special Education who oversee Special Education programs in their respective groups 
of schools in Denver Public Schools.  
 
Cognitive Skills 
Ideas, thoughts and the thinking processes.  
 
Communication Board 
A primary system of communication which is a hand or electronically-operated board of pictures, 
symbols (icons), or words, for children who cannot communicate intelligibly.  
 
Communication Disability 
An identifiable disability in speech and/or language production.  
 
Confidentiality 
A legal requirement for individuals involved with a child's educational program, which states that 
information may be shared with others about a child, only with parental written consent.  
 
Consent 
A requirement under federal law that a parent must first provide written permission to the school 
district before it may take any action which concerns identification of his or her child as having special 
needs.  
 
Consult 
A meeting where professional staff come together to discuss a child's needs.  
 
Cross-Categorical/Non Categorical Special Education 
The provision of educational services for disabled students in the same setting, who have different 
disabling conditions.  
 
Deaf 
A physical disability which refers to partial or complete loss of hearing; a cultural term for individuals 
who use sign language, and participate in the culture of the non-hearing world.  
 
Developmental Delay 



When a child's skill in a given area is significantly below the level which is achieved by an average child 
of his/her own age.  
 
Diagnostic Test 
A standardized test in a given area which provides information and patterns about a child's strengths 
and weaknesses.  
 
Disability 
A condition which restricts or prevents normal ability/achievement in a child.  
 
Discrimination 
The ability to choose between different sensory stimuli: the recognition of differences in what a child 
hears, touches, sees, smells, or tastes.  
 
Distractibility 
The inability to concentrate or to stay on task.  
 
Due Process 
A method of legal procedures which is required by law to guarantee the Parent's and child's rights.  
 
Emotional Disability 
A disability in which a child's emotions and resulting behaviors consistently interfere with academic and 
social functioning.  
 
Expanded Standards 
A clear, measurable statement of what an identified disabled student should know and be able to do 
based on the student's IEP goals and objectives.  
 
Expressive Language 
The communication of a child's thoughts to another individual.  
 
Eye-Hand Coordination 
The movement of the hand which is in harmony with the eyes.  
 
Fine Motor Skills 
The use of small hand or other bodily muscles to do skilled or delicate tasks.  
 
Gross Motor Skills 
The use of large muscles and their activities.  
 
Inclusion 
A philosophy of education which places disabled students in their school of attendance environment, 
and adds necessary individualized special needs supports.  
 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
A legal document which is developed during a meeting about the special needs of an identified student 
which includes the parent, the child's teacher(s), school administrator(s) and special education staff.  
 



Individualized Instruction 
Teaching a child with a 1-on-1 student/teacher ratio and/or using materials and techniques which are 
individually suited to the child.  
 
Integration 
A setting in which both disabled students and non-disabled student receive educational services.  
 
 
 
Integrative Special Instructional Services (ISIS) 
A delivery model in which Special Education teachers provide instruction to disabled students in their 
regular classrooms, in small or large groups, working cooperatively with general educators.  
 
Intelligence Quotient 
A number score from standardized tests which indicates the level of a child's ability for learning. 
Different IQ tests focus on different learning strengths.  
 
Itinerant Teacher or Therapist 
A teacher or therapist who travels to different settings in order to provide services to Special Education 
students.  
 
Kinesthetic 
The positioning or movements of the body and its muscles to do certain tasks.  
 
Magnet School 
Identified schools within the DPS which offer varied educational programs.  
 
Mainstreaming 
Placing disabled students with non-disabled students in the same educational setting, for their common 
benefits.  
 
Manipulatives 
Devices which are designed to help children develop skills with their hands.  
 
Mediation 
The use of a neutral third party to resolve disagreements between parents and the Denver Public 
Schools.  
 
Modified Curriculum 
Changing the length, manner or content of a task being taught to better meet the needs of a child.  
 
Multi-disciplinary Team/Approach 
Professionals from different areas who evaluate and/or teach a child.  
 
Notice 
A formal written communication to a parent/guardian about a meeting for his/her child.  
 
Peers 



Students who are alike in some way, e.g., age, grade level.  
 
Perception 
The process and ability of gaining meaning or experiences from the senses.  
 
Perseveration 
A behavior that keeps repeating itself after its usefulness is finished.  
 
 
Positive Reinforcement 
A reward or praise for positive behavior.  
 
Procedural Safeguards 
Procedures that are required by law to guarantee the rights of the child and the parent.  
 
Receptive Language 
Being able to understand what another person is communicating to you.  
 
Residential Placement 
A 24 hour day placement for disabled students, in a facility with intensive services. These students' 
needs cannot be met in a public school setting.  
 
Resource Services 
A service delivery where students leave their classes to receive instruction from a Special Educator.  
 
Review 
The review of a child's IEP, which must be held once per year and every three years to evaluate the 
child's progress and decide any learning program changes. All those involved with the child's 
programming may or may not attend. A review may be held at any time and may be requested by the 
parent.  
 
Section 504 
A section of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 that is a federal law prohibiting discrimination against 
disabled people in federally funded places. This process is NOT a Special Education function. It is a 
general education component. For more information, see the Principal's Handbook.  
 
Self-Contained Classroom 
A classroom in which most or all educational services are provided to disabled students with a primary 
disability.  
 
Staffing 
A meeting of people who work with a child, to discuss the child's Special Education evaluation and/or 
IEP - his/her progress and future educational programming.  
 
Standards 
Clear, measurable statements of what students should know and be able to do mandated by the Board 
of Education to be in place in every school in Denver Public Schools.  
 



Tactile 
Referring to the sense of touch.  
 
Visual Motor Skills 
The ability to cooperatively use one's eyes and hands at the same time to do things, such as drawing.  
 
Vocational Rehabilitation/Education/Needs 
Parts of a child's educational program that provides training and experiences in adult life and the world 
of work.  


